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The Girl Who Collected Doors
A Fleydo English School Story

A2 Level | Teens (11–16) | Reading | Story | 16 Pages

Mira is a fourteen-year-old girl with an unusual obsession:
photographing old doors. When she discovers the incredible stories
behind the doors of Hartwell — an immigrant family's hand-carved
welcome, a husband's gold stars, a grandfather's painted ships —

she realises the old quarter is about to be demolished.
Mira organises an exhibition that changes everything.

Learning Objectives

■ Read and understand an A2-level community story (16 pages)

■ Learn 50 new vocabulary words in context

■ Practise vocabulary with matching and fill-in-the-blank exercises

■ Test reading comprehension with 10 multiple-choice questions

■ Discuss themes: heritage, courage, community, and hidden stories
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1 Read the Story

Chapter 1

The Photograph Project
Mira finds beauty in places nobody notices

Mira was fourteen years old and she had one obsession: doors. Not the boring modern doors that all

looked the same. She loved old doors — the ones with carved patterns, peeling paint, brass handles,

and years of stories hidden in their wood.

She lived in Hartwell, a small town on the edge of a wide river. Hartwell was old — parts of it were

three hundred years old — and it was full of interesting doors. Blue doors, red doors, doors with stained

glass, doors with iron knockers shaped like lions and foxes.

Every Saturday, Mira walked through the streets with her camera, photographing the doors. She had

already taken over four hundred photographs.

“You’re strange, Mira,” her older brother Leo said. “Normal people photograph sunsets and food.

You photograph doors.”

“Doors are more interesting than sunsets,” Mira said. “Every door has a story. You just have to look

carefully enough.”

Her art teacher, Mr. Chen, was the only person who understood. “Doors are symbols,” he told her.

“They represent beginnings and endings. Secrets and discoveries. Keep looking, Mira.”

Chapter 2

The Green Door
A door that doesn't want to be forgotten

One Saturday in November, Mira was exploring Chandler’s Lane, a narrow alley behind the old market

hall. Most of the buildings were abandoned. But one building caught her eye.

It was a small house with a front door painted deep forest green, with carved leaves and vines. The

brass handle was shaped like a bird in flight. Above the door: All are welcome here. The green paint was

fading, the wood was cracking.

She went to the Hartwell Historical Society. Mrs. Palmer told her the story. “That was the Okafor

house. They came from Nigeria in the 1960s. Mr. Okafor was a carpenter — he carved that door himself.

Mrs. Okafor turned the house into a meeting place. She cooked meals for anyone who was hungry. She

helped newcomers find jobs.”
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The family had moved away in the 1990s. The house had been empty ever since — too expensive

to repair.

Chapter 3

More Doors, More Stories
Mira connects doors with people

Mira started knocking on doors — literally. At number 14 Riverside Walk, she found a bright red door

with painted ships. Mr. Singh told her his grandfather had painted them seventy years ago, when he

arrived by boat from India.

At number 3 Chapel Hill, she found a blue door with gold stars embedded in the wood. Mrs. Torres

said her husband had added a star for every good thing that happened. Two hundred and sixteen stars.

At number 28 Market Street, a door had a stained glass tree. The building had once been the first

free school in Hartwell, opened in 1892 by Hannah Cross.

Mira recorded every story. Mr. Chen told her, “You’re creating an archive. A record of this town’s

hidden history.” “I’m just photographing doors.” “No. You’re opening them.”

Chapter 4

The Threat
Hartwell's old quarter faces demolition

In January, the council announced a development plan. A company wanted to demolish Chandler’s

Lane and surrounding streets to build new flats and a shopping centre.

The green door would be destroyed. The red door with ships. The blue door with stars. All of it,

gone.

“Progress,” the mayor called it. “Hartwell needs investment. These old buildings are falling apart.”

Leo told Mira, “You could fight it. You’ve got the photographs. You’ve got the stories. Use them.” He

paused. “You made me care about Mrs. Torres and her stars. You can make other people care too.”

By two in the morning, Mira had a plan.
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Chapter 5

The Exhibition
Mira shows the town what it is about to lose

Mira selected fifty photographs and printed them in large format. Under each one, she wrote the door’s

story. Mr. Chen helped arrange the exhibition in the school hall. She also recorded Mrs. Torres, Mr.

Singh, and Mrs. Palmer telling their stories.

The exhibition opened on a Friday evening. Mira was terrified nobody would come. But hundreds

came. Old people pointed at doors they remembered. Young people discovered stories they had never

heard.

Mrs. Torres stood in front of her blue door photograph for twenty minutes. Mr. Singh’s grandchildren

stared at the painted ships.

The newspaper wrote a headline: “Fourteen-Year-Old’s Exhibition Reveals the Hidden Stories of

Hartwell’s Doors.” The mayor walked through the whole exhibition slowly, then left without a word.

Chapter 6

The Debate
The town decides its future

The newspaper article went viral. Three thousand shares. TV crews came. A petition collected two

thousand signatures.

At the emergency council meeting, the company representative called it “sentimental nonsense.”

Then Mira spoke. “Those buildings are not just bricks and wood. They are the stories of the people who

built this town. Every door represents someone’s life. Someone’s sacrifice. Someone’s hope.”

“If you destroy these doors, you destroy their stories. And a town without stories is just a place. Not a

home.”

The whole room was applauding. The mayor proposed a compromise: new flats on empty land, old

quarter restored, and the green door becomes the entrance to a new community centre. The vote was

unanimous.
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Chapter 7

All Are Welcome Here
Doors open for everyone

Six months later, the Okafor Community Centre opened. Volunteers had restored the carved leaves and

vines. The brass bird handle shone. The words were repainted in gold: All are welcome here.

The centre had a library corner, a kitchen for free meals, and rooms for English classes — exactly

what Adanna Okafor had done fifty years before. The Okafor family came back for the opening.

Mira’s exhibition became permanent. The Hartwell Heritage Trail was created — a walking route

with brass plaques beside each special door. The old quarter became the most popular part of town.

Mrs. Torres gave Mira a small brass star. “Something good happened today.” Leo put his arm

around his sister. “Doors are the most interesting things in the world. My sister taught me that.”

That evening, Mira walked home through the old quarter, touching each door gently. Every door had

a story. And now, every story had a voice.

A town without stories is just a place. Not a home.
— Mira



FLEYDO ENGLISH SCHOOL A2 Story | Teens (11–16) | The Girl Who Collected Doors

© 2025 Fleydo English School • www.fleydo.com Page 6

2 Key Vocabulary
These words from the story will help you improve your English.

Word Typ
e

Definition Example

obsession nou

n

something you think about all the time Mira had one obsession: doors.

carved adj cut into a pattern in wood The door had carved leaves and vines.

photographin

g

verb taking pictures of something She spent Saturdays photographing doors.

symbols nou

n

things that represent something else Doors are symbols of beginnings.

discoveries nou

n

things found for the first time Doors represent secrets and discoveries.

alley nou

n

a narrow passage between buildings Chandler’s Lane was a narrow alley.

abandoned adj left empty; no longer used Most buildings were abandoned.

extraordinary adj very unusual and impressive The green door was extraordinary.

vines nou

n

plants with stems that climb walls Carved leaves and vines on the door.

fading adj slowly losing colour The green paint was fading.

immigrant nou

n

a person who comes to a new country One of the first immigrant families.

carpenter nou

n

a person who makes things from wood Mr. Okafor was a carpenter.

newcomers nou

n

people who recently arrived She helped newcomers find jobs.

expensive adj costing a lot of money Too expensive to repair.

literally adv actually; in the exact meaning She started knocking — literally.

pattern nou

n

a repeated design A pattern of ships around the frame.

merchant nou

n

a person who buys and sells goods He was a merchant sailor.

embedded adj fixed firmly into something Gold stars embedded in the wood.

stained adj coloured glass for decoration A window of stained glass.
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recorded verb stored sound electronically She recorded the stories on her phone.

archive nou

n

a collection of historical records You’re creating an archive.

development nou

n

building new structures on land A development plan for new flats.

demolish verb completely destroy a building They wanted to demolish the old streets.

investment nou

n

money spent to improve something Hartwell needs investment.

identical adj exactly the same Identical glass and concrete buildings.

teased verb made fun of playfully Leo teased her about her obsession.

format nou

n

the size and shape produced Printed in large format.

arrange verb put in order or position Mr. Chen helped arrange the exhibition.

visitors nou

n

people who come to see something Visitors could hear the real voices.

threatened adj in danger of being destroyed Streets threatened by the plan.

terrified adj extremely afraid Terrified nobody would come.

stared verb looked at something a long time His grandchildren stared at the ships.

headline nou

n

the title of a newspaper article The headline went viral.

petition nou

n

a written request for change A petition collected 2000 signatures.

emergency nou

n

a sudden serious situation An emergency council meeting.

sentimental adj based on feelings not reasons He called it sentimental nonsense.

sacrifice nou

n

giving up something important Every door represents someone’s sacrifice.

applauding verb clapping hands to show approval The whole room was applauding.

compromise nou

n

agreement where sides give up

something

The mayor proposed a compromise.

restored verb returned to original condition The old quarter was restored.

unanimous adj with everyone agreeing The vote was unanimous.
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repainted verb painted again The words were repainted in gold.

volunteers nou

n

people who work without pay Volunteers restored the carved door.

permanent adj lasting forever The exhibition became permanent.

popular adj liked by many people The most popular part of town.
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3 Fill in the Blanks
Choose the correct word to complete each sentence.

Word Bank:  abandoned  |  extraordinary  |  carpenter  |  embedded  |  demolish  |  terrified  |  petition  |  compromise  |  restored  |  unanimous

1. The old buildings on Chandler's Lane had been ______ for years.

2. The green door was ______ — nothing else in town looked like it.

3. Mr. Okafor was a ______ who carved the beautiful door himself.

4. The gold stars were ______ deep into the wood of the blue door.

5. The company wanted to ______ the old buildings and build new flats.

6. Mira was ______ that nobody would come to her exhibition.

7. The ______ to save the old quarter collected two thousand signatures.

8. The mayor proposed a ______ — new flats on empty land, old quarter restored.

9. Volunteers had ______ the carved leaves on the green door.

10. The vote to save the old quarter was ______ — everyone agreed.

Answer Key

1. abandoned

2. extraordinary

3. carpenter

4. embedded

5. demolish

6. terrified

7. petition

8. compromise

9. restored

10. unanimous
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4 Comprehension Quiz
Choose the correct answer for each question.

Question 1. What is Mira's unusual hobby?

A) Collecting old coins

B) Photographing doors in her town

C) Painting landscapes

D) Writing poetry

Question 2. What was special about the green door?

A) It was the newest door

B) It had carved leaves, vines, and 'All are welcome here'

C) It was made of glass

D) It belonged to the mayor

Question 3. Who were the Okafors?

A) Teachers at the school

B) An immigrant family from Nigeria who helped their community

C) The founders of Hartwell

D) Local politicians

Question 4. What did Mrs. Torres's husband put on their door?

A) Painted flowers

B) Iron knockers

C) Gold stars for every good thing that happened

D) A stained glass window

Question 5. What did the development company want to do?

A) Restore the old buildings

B) Build a museum

C) Demolish old streets for flats and a shopping centre

D) Create a park

Question 6. Who encouraged Mira to fight the plan?

A) The mayor

B) Mr. Chen

C) Her brother Leo

D) Mrs. Palmer

Question 7. What did Mira create at the school?

A) A website

B) A film

C) A photograph exhibition with door stories

D) A petition

Question 8. What did Mira say at the council meeting?
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A) Old buildings are ugly

B) Every door represents someone's life and story

C) She wanted to become mayor

D) The company should pay more

Question 9. What was the compromise?

A) Demolish half the old quarter

B) New flats on empty land, old quarter restored

C) Close the old quarter

D) Move doors to a museum

Question 10. What is the main message?

A) Old buildings should be demolished

B) Photography is the best hobby

C) Every place has hidden stories worth preserving

D) Teenagers shouldn't get involved
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5 Quiz Answer Key

Q Correct Answer

1 B) Photographing doors in her town

2 B) It had carved leaves, vines, and 'All are welcome here'

3 B) An immigrant family from Nigeria who helped their community

4 C) Gold stars for every good thing that happened

5 C) Demolish old streets for flats and a shopping centre

6 C) Her brother Leo

7 C) A photograph exhibition with door stories

8 B) Every door represents someone's life and story

9 B) New flats on empty land, old quarter restored

10 C) Every place has hidden stories worth preserving

“A town without stories is just a place. Not a home.”
— Mira


